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Eulogy for Mom

U 2/ Esther Kim (xt4)

Towards the end of her life, I saw my mom resting more than I had ever seen
her rest before. I think she was making up for lost sleep. In retrospect, I don't know
when she slept. When I was growing up, she worked the night shift every day, yet
she took me to school, picked me up, and spent time with us afterwards. She
squeezed in 1-2 hours of sleep here and there. She worked every holiday and often
worked two shifts consecutively to make ends meet. But when I was growing up, I

was oblivious and made many demands of her.

My mother had me when she was 42 years old. A couple of days after my 100-
day celebration, my father passed away, leaving her alone with my 10-year-old
brother, my 7-year-old sister, and me. My mom always worked, supporting my
father's church and her family, and she continued to work, leaving us in the care
of our grandmother. When my grandmother passed away, my mother decided to
move our family to the US. Little did I know how much she sacrificed for us and
suffered because of me. I was not an easy child. While my brother and sister were
very mindful of my mother and excellent in all areas, I was immature and selfish.
I was awkward and did poorly in school. Somehow, I had a chip on my shoulder,
even though I had nothing to complain about. Yet, my mom loved me and tried her
best to help me. She was the only parent I knew, but I did not miss having another

parent.

I remember asking my mom for money to buy stickers as was the fad, but she
said no. Instead, a few days later, she told me she had a surprise for me. She had
received a mailer from Publishers Clearinghouse and collected

all the magazine stickers to give to me. I remember coming

‘/
o

home crying when the kids teased me. ) & -
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She comforted me, told me those children didn’t know what they were talking
about, and held me. If I felt badly about the way I looked—and people say that I
look just like her, she would tell me, “Don’t worry. When I turned 21, my skin
lightened, I got an eye crease, and I grew taller. I tell you, in Korean culture,
having a big nose and a big forehead means good fortune.” I took her seriously
enough to peek my eyes open on my 21st birthday to see if this promise came true.

As you can see, I was rather disappointed. I remember telling my mom I
wanted to go to an amusement park. She took just me to Knotts Berry Farm, and
she endured a roller coaster ride with me. By then, she was already in her 50s,
so she looked rather ashen. Needless to say, we went home after that ride. I
remember dropping out of high school and moving out as a rebellious 16-year-
old. I had been fighting with her and giving her a very hard time, and yet by the
next day of moving out, she came to my apartment with a rice cooker, a bag of
rice, kimchi, and cleaning supplies. She continued to pray for me, visit me, and
remind me to go to church. When I wanted to finally return home and eventually
to God, she paid off my debts and credit cards so I could make a clean break from

the prodigal life.

She was a reflection of God to me. Through her, I learned that God was very
real and that he is faithful. Even when I was far away from God, the consciousness
of God she instilled me protected me from going to a point of no return. She took
God at his word, and she lived with his words as the only authority by which to
live. She had many Bibles—all of them with well-worn pages. She was a very
active and busy person, but she would sit still reading her Bible for long stretches
of time. I can still picture her with her bifocals on the tip of her nose, reading her
Bible and tearing pieces of paper to jot down notes and reminders of things to do
from her private times with God. Through her, I witnessed our God who takes care
of his children. It is one thing to hear stories of God’s provision for the likes of
Hudson Taylor and Amy Carmichael, but it is another thing to hear your 70-year-
old mom telling you that God told her to drive around the country—Dby herself—to
build a missionary nursing organization. As she depended on God as a single
mother, so she depended on him to raise up nurses to be on mission

wherever they served and to build teaching hospitals in China, Gy~
L'

o
-

Cambodia, and Swaziland. ‘5;3 X
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o
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I learned to be in awe of her God, my God, who is indeed so big and who
makes the impossible possible so easily. She had childlike faith and would
remind me, “My Father is very, very rich.” Through her, I recognized that God
is worthy of a fully surrendered life. She gave up her wedding ring and valuables
for the sake of the church. I also saw her give money, counsel, and late nights to
care for anyone in need. So many people have shared stories of how she was the
one person who gave them the life-altering opportunity or who stood by them
when everyone else abandoned them. She never let the hardships,
discouragements, and loneliness get the better of her. She did not complain nor
wallow in self-pity.

In many ways, she had died to herself a long time ago, and she forged ahead
with a reckless abandon of this world. She engrained in our whole family a
template to consider the cruciform life as a matter of course, to regard martyrs
and missionaries as heroes, and to bring up the gospel as the main topic of every
conversation. Through her, I realized that God continues to work in a person and
through a person until the very end. She was strong, determined, and adamant
in her ways, and yet she was soft-hearted and humble. Her last handwritten
letter to me was a confession of what she had done wrong and for what she was
sorry. Some say that older people are set in their ways, and they will not change,
but I saw her reflective, penitent, and evolving even into her last years. Through
her, I learned that God is the source of unconditional love and unlimited

patience.

With that, my mom was also a mirror for me to see myself. Along the way,
I realized that the true gauge of my spirituality and maturity was not by
calling myself a Christian or serving in ministry. I could see how much I had
changed and grew by how I was with her. I could think that I am being humble
before God, that I am a good person, and that I sacrificed for the sake
of the church and ministry. But I knew that my base self came out before my
mom, who accepted me no matter what. I would think that I made some strides
in my character and temperament, but then I would return to being a little girl
throwing a tantrum with her. 3 &‘@ =
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I would be nice and accommodating to anyone else, but then I would be
irritable and obstinate with my mom. I would give up my time and energy to

serve at church, but then I would be lazy and let my mom serve me. Each time,

she would absorb whatever I would dish out. So, after returning from being with
her, I would get pricked to the heart and realize how much I am just a sinner. I
would contact her and say I am sorry once again and she would forgive me once

again. She had nothing but forbearance and love for me.

In later years, I loved her so much from the heart. We would sit, laugh
together—she was really funny—and share stories. She told me about crying for

her beloved dog that was killed when she was a young girl, missing classes in

\ Minnesota because she was out fishing, her blushing for having a child at 42
years old, the challenges of raising three very unique children, her pride being

all her grandchildren in ministry and serving professions, the wonder of her

great-grandchildren, and the visions and dreams that God had given her. I loved

her and admired her, but I still fell so short. Now that she is gone, I am so sad N
and sorry that I still did not have the maturity, capacity, and heart to care for

her as she deserved and very regretful that I did not love her as much as she ‘
loved me. But even now, I can hear her say to me, “Tia, it’s OK. I love you very

much.”

In honor of my mom, | want to read verses from Proverbs 31

An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels.
She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household and portions for her women.

She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy.
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.

Her children rise up and call her blessed...a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
[Proverbs 31:10~30]

\
Esther Tia (Second daughter) ’
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Dear E0iL|,

2/ Grace Kim (2]24)

LS

Many know you as Chairman Lee Song Hee, but to me, you are simply my 0y -
my small, warm, and loving grandmother. You are a living example of a life boldly and
faithfully devoted to God. Your unwavering faith, compassion, and humility touched

every aspect of your life, leaving an indelible mark on the world and on my heart.

| vividly remember one trip to Korea when you and | passed by an elderly woman
selling vegetables on the street. Most of her goods were bruised and unsellable, yet
you bought everything she had. This simple act encapsulated who you were—
someone who saw beyond appearances to recognize need and who always asked,
“What if this were you?” Your apartment was modest, yet filled with back scratchers,
nail clippers, and other items bought from struggling 2TUl s. | often overheard
friends telling you how much your generosity had changed their lives, but you
remained humble, always putting others first. You were like the grain of wheat in John

12:24

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."
For decades, you quietly worked and prepared, gaining the experience and
connections that allowed you to build the World Christian Nursing Foundation
(WCNF). What began as the efforts of a hardworking widow blossomed into hospitals,
training schools, and Christian programs in places like Cambodia, Swaziland, North
Korea, and China. Through tireless fundraising, selling seaweed, calling friends, and

writi untless letters late into the night, you raised up nurses and missionaries who

served faithfully without pay. Your work had a global ripple
effect. During a college retreat in Virginia, | met two

students who grew up at YUST.

32 WCNF58=



They fondly recalled running through the halls of Life University
dormitories and experiencing the joy of a Christ-centered community.
Inspired by their childhoods, both plans to return to YUST after college
to serve as their parents had at PUST and YUST. Stories of your impact

seems to follow me everywhere, whether in a restaurant, an airport,

or through strangers who exclaim,
“GUSHAI~~ H LY YR |~~ Y EOUZ}E &~~~ QYSIEEO~~11”

However, beyond your global legacy, you loved me in a way that was personal and
unwavering. | remember in high school coming home crying. You held me tightly until |
stopped crying, then gently reminded me of Jesus’ words, “Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). You taught me to anchor my heart in faith and
forgiveness. You also shaped my values through your example of simplicity and
generosity. You wore modest clothing, saved carefully, and gave selflessly. Your purse
always seemed to hold just enough to meet someone’s need. Like the widow in Mark
12:43, you gave everything you had, trusting God to provide. Even in your final days,
despite immense physical suffering, you prayed aloud, “3Y, 34, be with me. | love
you, Lord.” Your faith never wavered.

I miss you deeply, &Y. | miss our walks, holding hands, sharing meals of &},
0|9=, and 1159, laughing together at the &%, and crying over historical dramas.
| miss your stories and the way you made me feel like the most loved and precious.
You didn’t just inspire pride in me—you helped me see that my life could serve a
greater purpose for God.

It’s still hard to believe you aren’t here, and | feel the immense void you've left.
But | also feel the strength of the legacy you instilled in me: love, humility, boldness,
and a deep commitment to faith and service. As Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light shine

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven." Your light shone so

brightly, &0{U, and | pray to live a life that reflects yours—a life of unwavering love

and devotion to God.
| love you and miss you so much,

StHY, and | can’t wait to see you in Heaven.

Grace
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